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Governing Board Officers 
 

Board President nominee Paul Cohen started coming to UUCR with his 
wife Romney Wright in 1979 shortly after moving to Northern Virginia. 
They currently live in Great Falls. Not only has  Paul previously served as 
UUCR President , he has also served as R.E. Committee Chair, Social Justice 
Committee Chair, and co-chaired a Ministerial Search Committee. He has 
also served on the Stewardship Committee and taught several  RE age 
groups. A career Navy Engineering Duty Officer, Paul is a graduate of the 
University of Michigan and has graduate degrees from the Naval War 
College, University of Rhode Island, San Diego State University, and an 

executive MBA from the University of Southern California. Paul and Romney’s two grandchildren 
are active in UUCR children and youth programs. 
 
 

Board Secretary nominee Lesley Tyson has been a member of UUCR 
since 2004, and is active on the Worship Committee and Personnel 
Committees. Lesley has previously served on the Board (2008-2011), on 
the Capital Campaign, and on the Music and Caring Circle Committees. She 
was co-organizer of the Endless Cup Coffeehouse. She has a BA in 
Economics from Texas Woman's University and an MBA in Applied Finance 
from GWU and works for a government contractor in Federal Government 
contracts/subcontracts administration. Lesley lives with her 10-year-old 

black cat, Hayley, writes poetry, and participates in several local poetry groups. 
 
 

Treasurer nominee Bill Thomas has been a member of UUCR since 
1994.  He served on the Board previously in 1999-2002, and was Board 
President in 2000-2001 and Treasurer in 2001-2002.  Bill is currently a 
member of the Finance Committee and is currently serving as Board 
Treasurer.  He and his wife Anne live in the Lansdowne neighborhood of 
Loudoun County.  When not doing UU work, Bill is a stamp collector and 
plays clarinet in the Loudoun Symphonic Winds. 



 
Board Members At Large 
 

Board Member At-Large nominee Julia Norrgard has been a member of 
UUCR since 1982, although she and her husband were out of the country 
for fifteen years.  During 2015/2016, she led our Ministerial Search 
Committee. Julia was elected to the UUCR Board in 2016became Vice 
President following the resignation of Barbara LaRock, and then President 
after the resignation of Hannah Hamilton in December 2016.  Julia has 
been active in Adult Religious Education as a class leader. She has a 
Masters Degree in History from George Mason University and spent eleven 
years teaching at the American University in Kosovo.  She and her 

husband, Lee, have two children and four grandsons. 
 
 

Board Member At-Large nominee Meredith Kimbell became a member 
of UUCR in 2017. She has participated in JULIETs, the Hypothermia Project, 
Social Justice activities and will offer a Life-Learning-Engagement class in 
March, 2018.  Meredith recently retired from running her own business 
after 35 years where she developed executives, leadership teams and 
emerging leaders in businesses, associations and non-profits. She helped 
create the leadership development program for volunteers in the P.E.O. 
Sisterhood, an international philanthropic organization supporting 

women’s educational advancement. Meredith has lived in Reston for 35 years and enjoys her 
grandchildren, friends, learning, baseball, being active outdoors, and practicing yoga. 
 
 
 

 
Leadership Council 
 

Leadership Council At-Large Member nominee Laurie Dodd, has been 
a member of UUCR since 2000, joined the UUCR Board in December 2016, 
and served as Board Secretary during 2017-2018.  Her Board term will 
expire in June, 2018.  A past chair of the Membership and Hospitality 
Committees, she is now active in the Membership Committee, Gardening 
group, and Hypothermia Prevention Project. Laurie is an attorney with a 
nonprofit child abuse prevention group. Her husband Steve and adult 
children Kevin and Emma also enjoy UUCR. 

  



 

 
Nomination Committee 
 

Nomination Committee Nominee Randy Newton has been a 
member of UUCR since 2011 and is active in the Choir, Auction 
Committee, Safe Congregation Committee, and teaching RE/YFD 
class to 1st through 3rd graders.  He was appointed to the Board in 
December 2016 to serve the uncompleted term of Hannah Hamilton. 
Randy has a BS in Mechanical Engineering from Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology, a BA in Theatre and Drama from Indiana 

University, and an MFA in Theatre Technology from University of Wisconsin – Madison.  He 
currently works for a financial company, in their HR department, analyzing databases and 
creating reports.  He lives in Reston with one roommate, and a rather large collection of 
board games and roleplaying games from his time when he created and managed a retail 
game store in Indiana for 10 years. 
 
 

Nomination Committee Nominee Cara Fortner has been a 
member at UUCR since 2012 and has found it to be a wonderful 
spiritual home.  Cara is an active member of the choir, facilitates a 
listening circle, has served on the membership and worship 
committees, has taught RE for three years, was the chair of the 
Strategic Planning Committee for the 2017-2020 Strategic Plan, and 
served on the Board from 2014-2017.  She has a bachelor’s degree in 
English from the University of Delaware and has been a committed 
stay at home mom and homemaker since 2013. 

 
 

Nomination Committee nominee Helen Rose grew up at UUCR 
and has recently returned as a member. She’s been a youth advisor 
and served as a member of the 2009 Ministerial Search Committee. 
Helen works as a Special Education teacher for Fairfax County Public 
Schools and lives in Reston with her family, Nick and Henry. 
 
 

 

 


