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Unitarian Universalist Church of Reston Board Meeting 

March 1, 2017, 7:00pm 

The meeting was called to order by President Julia Norrgard, shortly after 7pm. 

Board members in attendance: Julia Norrgard, President; Greg Ratta, Vice President; Meagan Pitluck-

Schmitt, Treasurer; Laurie Dodd, Bill Thomas, Jeannie Travis, Randy Newton, Rev. Debra Haffner. Board 

Members unable to attend: Cara Fortner; Bruce Anderson. 

Visitors: Lee Norrgard, Caroline Ewart, Steve Ewart, Beth DiPasquale, Kim-Marie Mullin, David Niemi, Gar 

Young. Minutes recorded by Laurie Dodd, in the absence of Bruce Anderson. 

UUCR Email Update: Office Director Beth DiPasquale reported on the update to Office 365, with vital 

assistance from Jesse Fortner, which should save approximately $1,000 per year over the old Comcast 

system. Data is being moved to OneDrive. An updated Staff Directory and Distribution List were shared. 

Communications: Kim-Marie Mullins, head of the UUCR Communications Committee, presented a proposed 

policy related to Media Relations, which awaits discussion and approval at a future Board Meeting. 

Social Justice: (NOTE: Greg Ratta left the room at 7:22pm, before this discussion began.) 

Lee Norrgard discussed the Feb. 22 meeting of the Social Justice Committee, which determined that UUCR 

would participate in the April 22 Science March and May 6 Immigration March in Washington, DC. 

Caroline Ewart presented the Sanctuary Congregation Proposal based on information gathered in two 

training sessions.  

Motion: That UUCR will hold a Church Meeting on March 19, 2017, with the Constitutionally-required 10-day 

notice, asking for a Congregational vote on the following statement: 

We affirm the following statement as a congregation in accordance with our Unitarian Universalist 

Seven Principles and our mission:   

We are a network of congregations in the DC/MD/VA region that are providing support and 

sanctuary to our neighbors, friends, and family who fear being detained and deported or profiled 

because of their immigration status, religion, race or political beliefs.  Our faith will not allow us 

to permit the criminalization and scapegoating of immigrants and people of color.  In the face of 

hate and discrimination we are committed to show love, compassion and hospitality. 

The motion was duly made and seconded. Of the six Board members present, five in were in favor and one 

abstained. Notice of the meeting will be mailed by March 8, 2017. 

(Note: Greg Ratta, who was not present for the discussion, rejoined us at 7:51pm).  

Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington: A letter regarding the Washington Area Interfaith 

Response and Outreach Coalition (WIROC) was presented, for the Social Justice Committee to consider for 

possible presentation to the Board at a future meeting. 

UUCR Constitution Revision Status: Laurie Dodd stated that Congregational Discussions of the proposed 

Constitutional revisions will be held after service on March 19 (immediately following the Church Meeting 
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about the Sanctuary Congregation proposal) and on April 23. Notice of the meeting will go out in the next 

eBlast. 

Minutes of February 2107 Meeting: The following revisions will be made to the draft minutes: 

 Strategic Planning Committee member Cara Fortner will be added. 

 Spelling corrections will be made: Meagan Pitluck-Schmitt; Mike Schmitt; Debra Haffner; Keturah 

Collins. 

With these corrections, motion to accept the minutes was made and seconded, with 6 in favor and 1 

abstention. 

Minister’s Report: Those visitors still in attendance agreed to respect confidentiality. Rev. Debra presented her 

report, including discussion of the Director of Religious Education position. 

Motion: That the Board approves nomination of Nichole Hodges-Abbasi as Acting Director of Religious 

Education under the proposed job description, in addition to her existing job duties as Director of Music, 

effective August 1, 2017, at the existing salary level established for that position. 

The Motion was duly made and seconded, with all in favor. 

Treasurer’s Report: Meagan reported that we continue to be in fine shape financially. The report will be 

uploaded to the Google Drive. Discussion of the form used for pledges concluded that members must be 

advised that credit card payments can only be accepted through the EasyTithe system. 

Defibrillator: Jeannie Travis reports that the unit is expected to cost between $1,000 and $1,200. She will 

obtain three quotes for the equipment, training, and maintenance. 

Strategic Planning Task Force: A major kick-off meeting will be held after service on March 26, 2017. 

Fiscal Meeting Date: The meeting will be held on May 21, 2017. 

Adjourn: Motion was made and seconded. The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30pm. 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 5, 2017 at 7:00pm. 

 

 


